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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2004 
Third Reading 

MR J.A. McGINTY (Fremantle - Attorney General) [5.12 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a third time. 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [5.12 pm]:  Speaking to the third reading of the appropriation Bills allows 
members to summarise dissections made to budget items and to further express an opinion and analysis on 
questions answered during the estimates committee hearings.  I relish the opportunity to speak, especially to a 
full House!  During the estimates hearing on the education curriculum, time restricted a proper answer from the 
minister and his advisers to my question about whether obesity was a curriculum item.  With 30 seconds left to 
reply, the minister said - 

Yes; in the health and physical education learning area.  We know this is an issue.  However, I do not 
know whether it is within the capacity or role of a school to resolve this issue.  Perhaps the parents need 
to take a bit of responsibility.   

I want to follow up on that answer.  Why did the minister blame parents?  If the prevention of obesity is a 
physical education learning area, why is it not working in schools?  I was very disappointed that time ran out in 
the estimates hearing for an answer to that question.  The minister must acknowledge that this area of learning is 
not only the responsibility of parents.  A child may have two parents or a single mother who works; surely they 
do their best.  However, we know that children need a fit body to have a keen brain.  It has been said that 
youngsters watch too much television and do not get enough exercise.  What happened to school sport, 
particularly in primary schools?  What happened to the old fashioned PT?  Why are pupils not disciplined to 
train daily?  All of us as youngsters were taught to clean our teeth.  As we get older, if we miss cleaning our 
teeth one day, we get upset for the rest of that day.  It is the same for people who skip every morning, go for a 
jog or a walk; it becomes part of their daily routine and they feel they have let themselves down if they miss 
doing it for one day.  There is no better way of starting that sort of training for children than in primary school.  I 
therefore say that the issue of obesity is an education curriculum item.  However, it is not working in schools, so 
we should have another look at it and try to get it right. 
Another area of debate during the estimates hearings was the importance of community policing in schools.  I 
was amazed that the Minister for Education and Training again showed his inferiority complex about private 
school education.  His answer to my question about whether community policing was important in schools was - 

I actually come from a lower socioeconomic area, and I fundamentally object to the categorisation 
applied in this case.  

Admittedly, it was said that community policing should be in all schools.  I mentioned the difference between 
the Coodanup and Mandurah mid schools that I attended and how community policing made a difference there.  
Community policing did an excellent job in a wide range of schools in the Mandurah area.  The Minister for 
Education and Training then, unaccountably, referred to a private school in his answer, and said - 

I understand the potential benefit in some circumstances, but I think it is probably a step in the wrong 
direction. 

I am talking about community policing.  He continued - 

I cannot imagine, for instance, community policing officers regularly trotting up to Christ Church 
Grammar School because people have a concern about the number of young students who are smoking 
marijuana at school.  Can the member imagine this? 

That would not worry me.  I believe community policing is important.  Have a look at the number of murders 
that have occurred in the past month in Western Australia.  The actions of the community do not show respect 
for the police.  The best way to teach that respect is to have police in schools mingling with the scholars.  The 
minister needs to be educated on the big picture of life.  Every time he is on the back foot, he throws in the issue 
of private education.  He is forever telling us that he is a lad from the backblocks of Albany who has succeeded.  
However, somewhere in his make-up he knows that he has missed out on the feel of private education; on the 
feel of competition in private schools, such as the Alcock Cup and the Darlot Cup; and in other facets of 
education in his life.  The minister repeatedly reminds us that he came from a low socioeconomic area, as though 
he is the only member of this House who came up the hard way.  My father was a truck driver who worked on 
the wharf in Fremantle.  I went to Palmyra Primary School, which was a very low socioeconomic and tough state 
school.  Then I went to the former Fremantle Boys School, the toughest high school in Western Australia.  In 
those days that school had initiations about which, as a first year student, I was a bit worried; but I survived.  It 
was tough.  I can tell members that it was not as tough in Albany.  However, fortunately, I then went to Wesley 
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College.  My parents gave up an awful lot to put me through college.  Although they left school at the age of 12 
during the Depression, they had a vision of a better education for their children.  They gave that to their children 
by sending us to a private school.  I had that vision.  I sent my children to private schools and I intend to make 
sure my grandchildren get that extra bit of polish by going to a private school as well.  Until this Minister for 
Education and Training gets the chip off his shoulder - which at times is like a railway sleeper - about his unrest 
with private education, he will never be fully respected in his portfolio.   
While I am talking about the education portfolio, I remind the minister that school maintenance is being ignored 
not only in my electorate, but also in the State.  At Falcon Primary School the telephone system is outdated, there 
is a drainage problem, there is rust in the beams, and, in winter, erosion of the banks at the front of the school has 
made them dangerous.  The school has applied, through the normal channels, to the Department of Education 
and Training for upgrading of those areas, but it just cannot get them onto the priority list.  Falcon Primary 
School is an outstanding school.  It is sometimes regarded as the luckiest school south of Mandurah.  There is a 
perception that maintenance assistance can be shelved because the school is functional.  That is wrong.  A new 
telephone system was definitely on the Peel District Education Office list before Labor won government in 2001.  
Now that office has been downgraded and all major decision making comes from Fremantle.  It appears that 
Falcon’s maintenance requests are now off the list.  This is totally unfair.  The telephone system at that office 
needs upgrading because phone calls are dropping out.  Drainage at the preprimary school is a huge problem, 
with puddles preventing access to classrooms.  Riverside Primary School is also in need of maintenance 
assistance.  The school has now been operable for 10 years and is starting to age.  The carpets are wearing out, 
the plaster on the toilet walls has deteriorated, verandahs and posts need repainting and the 16 demountables - 
yes, 16 demountables at a primary school - have become rusty and old, and are in need of replacement.  
Unfortunately, school maintenance is not a high priority of this Gallop Government.  However, children cannot 
work to their full capacity in run-down facilities. 

Still on education, there is a growing anxiety among local educators that the Peel District Education Office will 
be closed.  Between 1996 and 2000, under the guidance of Peter Short, education issues were dealt with 
promptly and efficiently by a highly skilled team at the regional office.  Unfortunately, in 2001 the Labor 
Government saw fit to revamp the office, with a manager of operations, a senior consultant and four district 
directors based at Beaconsfield, under the new title of Fremantle-Peel District Education Office.  There is 
growing concern that the system is not working and that Mandurah deserves its own office with a full 
complement of management staff operating from Mandurah.  People close to the education system believe that 
the office will be closed altogether.  The Peel District Education Office is located in Sutton Street, but the lease 
will expire in five months.  If that office goes, it will join the former Aboriginal affairs office, the Peel Inlet 
management authority and the head office of the Water and Rivers Commission, which is now in Rockingham.  
To properly look after education in the Peel region and for administrators and staff to give 100 per cent in their 
jobs, those staff and administrators need to live locally and to work out of the head office in Mandurah.  The 
demographics are changing in Mandurah with so many young families coming into the area and the demand for 
new schools continuing.  Therefore, it is vital that the Peel District Education Office stays in Mandurah, and I 
would like to think that the member for Mandurah would help me out in that regard.  I hope that the minister has 
a good look at this issue. 

This is the last time I will deliver a speech in a third reading debate to the House.  I remind the Government that 
my electorate of Dawesville is still the largest regional electorate in Western Australia, yet under the Labor 
Government, Dawesville has been ignored in the budget allocations.  Hansard records that I have requested on 
29 occasions that money be allocated to the Peel deviation.  Very little has been forthcoming despite the fact that 
the federal Government has guaranteed $150 million to the project.  The Budget Statements, under significant 
issues and trends for division 63, the Peel Development Commission, state -  

The Commission, with its Local, State and Commonwealth partners, will continue to work for a 
collaborative approach to the completion of the Kwinana Freeway extension and Peel Deviation as soon 
as is practicable.   

Let me tell members, it is practicable right now!  I notice the member for Mandurah will be the facilitator in 
getting the State Government on side.  He just came off the cush when it all happened, but I hope he can do it.  
Other items also need to be addressed: the estuary bridge at Halls Head needs to be widened immediately to four 
lanes; Falcon needs a police station - it was promised in 1996 and it did not get one in 2001; Erskine needs 
traffic lights at Casuarina Drive, otherwise more fatalities will occur; Dawesville needs a community hall and 
tennis club - everything south of the Dawesville Bridge is exploding in urban development; Florida needs 
recreation grounds; and Wannanup needs deep sewerage infrastructure.  A competent Government would 
recognise the needs of a rapidly growing area, however, this Government does not.   

Finally, I raise again the concern about the losses of government offices in the area.  I mentioned the Peel Inlet 
management authority, the Aboriginal affairs office and the Water and Rivers Commission.  Why in the heck 
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would the Waters and Rivers Commission want to move its office from Mandurah to Rockingham?  Let us 
analyse it.  What has Rockingham got?  It has an ocean!  Congratulations, member for Rockingham.  What has 
Mandurah got?  It has three rivers: the Serpentine, the Murray and the Harvey.  It also has lakes, estuaries, dams, 
creeks and an ocean.  Why did the office move to Rockingham?  Talking about the member for Rockingham, we 
happen to know he is the second in charge to the Premier.  All of a sudden, it sneaks out this week that the Peel 
and Rockingham-Kwinana Health Service has been allocated not only more funding, but also more money for 
renal units.  The Mandurah hospital has about 30 renal beds.  This is a duplication of services.  To the people in 
Mandurah it seems that all the services are moving to Rockingham.  Has the member for Rockingham had a 
word in the ear of the Premier?  Is it that he wants to keep his job at the minute?  Is it because he has just built - 
sorry about this, member for Rockingham - a two-storey showcase mansion on the foreshore of Rockingham?  Is 
it because he needs to keep his job that all these things are happening all of a sudden?  Is it pork-barrelling?  I am 
putting these suggestions onto the record only because something is going wrong.  There are duplications in 
services.  Services are moving out of Mandurah to a place only 20 minutes north and the people of Mandurah are 
missing out; they are not happy about it at all.   

Finally, I will talk about the myth that the Opposition is not happy with the idea of a railway.  Glory be!  In 
1996, I am in print promising that we will get a railway, and in 2000, the Liberal coalition Government presented 
the railway.  The railway was the idea of the Court coalition Government, and now it has been amended.  That is 
okay.  When responsibility for the Dawesville Channel was assumed by the incoming Liberal coalition 
Government in 1993, it was expected to cost $65 million.  It is one of the greatest maritime engineering feats of 
its time.  It was a Labor innovation.  However, it was built for $50 million.  The point is that the Liberal coalition 
Government knows how to handle money and contracts and how to oversee big infrastructure projects better 
than the Labor Government.  We are not complaining about the rail.  The rail is important - 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  You attack the rail at every opportunity.   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  It has never been done, Mr Whippersnapper!  The member lies in bed and dreams, and 
then he produces his dreams in this place, and they are fallacies.  We have never said there is no need for the 
train.  However, we are saying that the price is inflated; the cost is too high.  When we take over Government in 
six months, members opposite will find that the train will stay.  It will be built under better management and 
conditions for less money, and then we can all laugh and smile because we will have the train.  This Government 
cannot continue to be a slowcoach when it comes to matching dollar for dollar with the federal money for the 
Peel deviation, which the member for Mandurah tells me he will get - I hope he can.  He will have dedicated 
himself to getting $150 million in six months, because that is the only time he has left in government; six months 
and he is out of here.  We will be in charge by then and we will have the Peel deviation up and running, and the 
rail project running even smoother than it is now.  By the way, the rail project will not be finished by 2006 as 
promised by Labor - it is impossible.   

MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [5.26 pm]:  I want to bring to the attention of the House some 
important issues.  Certainly, they include the Peel deviation, which was just mentioned.  I congratulate the 
federal Government for putting up $150 million in funding for that project.  I would like to think that somewhere 
along the line this project is not used as a political football and that we use some commonsense and make it a 
priority.  The Peel deviation will be used not just for getting people more quickly to the south west region.  From 
an environmental point of view, it will reduce pollution.  People driving along the Mandurah route have to drive 
through nine sets of traffic lights.  On many occasions, they have to stop and start all the way along that route.  If 
members have ever done it, as I have on many occasions, they will know that a motorist never seems to get the 
flow of green lights; it is always stop, stop, stop.  Members should think of the amount of fuel that is being 
wasted when thousands of cars a day have to stop at those traffic lights.  That could be saved if the Peel 
deviation were put in place, which would produce virtually a freeway from wherever the freeway starts in 
Joondalup through to the Bunbury area; it would be fantastic.  It is important that the Peel deviation be built 
sooner rather than later from environmental and safety points of view.  If people spend less time on the road, 
they get less frustrated when driving.  Let us face it, it is very frustrating for a motorist driving around the 
Mandurah area to go through nine sets of traffic lights, particularly on long weekends when the traffic is even 
worse and is banked up for miles because of the inadequate road network there.  Some commonsense has started 
to occur with regard to the narrow bridge that is in place, the so-called new Mandurah bridge.  Witches’ hats are 
now used to create an extra third lane on the bridge.  From the environmental and safety points of view, it is 
important to build the Peel deviation sooner rather than later.  It is frustrating that over the years much political 
argy-bargy has been going on over this project.  At least now somebody has come up with the $150 million; 
however, the trouble is that we need $340 million to do the job.  It is also imperative that we finish the Kwinana 
Freeway so that it links up with the Peel deviation.  We must take into account the section of road from the end 
of the freeway at Baldivis to Mandurah - I guess millions of more dollars are required to finish that.   
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For some years I have been trying to get the Minister for Education and Training to visit the Pinjarra Primary 
School.  It is a sad case of neglect; it has not received the repairs and renovation that it requires.  That school 
now has 640 students in attendance, which is a large number compared with the number the school can actually 
accommodate.  The library, the classrooms and the play area are just some of the facilities that are totally 
inadequate for 640 students.  Recently, a person from the Department of Education and Training phoned me to 
say that a few of the people tied up with maintenance and capital works in the department were going to visit the 
school.  If the minister is responsible for that, I thank him, but I would have preferred him to come down 
himself.  He can find time to go the Labor seats, but when it comes to a Liberal seat, it is a bit different.  He does 
not seem to be able to find time to come to those, which I find a bit annoying.  Back when Carmen Lawrence 
was the Minister for Education, I asked her to come down and have a look at the primary schools at Boyanup, 
Capel and Dardanup, and she was down there in a flash.  It was quite amazing.  It surprised me, but it was good 
that she visited those schools.  

Mr M. McGowan:  Your power is diminishing! 

Mr J.L. BRADSHAW:  Obviously!  That is probably why I have decided to get out!  However, it is interesting 
that I have been writing to the minister for three years about this issue.  At least something is now happening, 
and people from the repair and renovations of capital works side of the Department of Education and Training 
came down.  We did a tour of the school, and those people will now go back to their offices and draw up a plan 
for overcoming the problems.  We do not expect that to happen overnight, because I realise there is a list and a 
project gradually works its way up the list.  It was just that nobody seemed to know where we were with that 
project until now.  It is a good thing that some action seems to be happening, but I still will not hold my breath 
for the upgrade of the Pinjarra Primary School.  There is a similar position with the Brunswick Primary School.  
Fortunately, the administration block there is about to be done up, expanded and a sickbay put in.  However, an 
undercover assembly area is very important for that school.  It has been battling for such a facility for 10 or 20 
years.  That seems to have been pushed to the side. 

I understand that there is only so much money to go around, but the big problem I foresee is that the Mandurah 
railway will divert a lot of money away from the schools and the health system.  There was certainty in the 
costings of the coalition’s plan for the Mandurah railway, whereas now, with the railway going underground in 
the city and the building of bridges over the river at the Narrows and Mount Henry, the costs will be very 
uncertain and very flexible because of the uncertainty about what might happen once those things are attempted.  
A huge amount of money will probably head off in the wrong direction and be gobbled up, when it should go to 
schools and the health system.  

Speaking of the health system, in opposition the Labor Party said that it could fix the health system and that the 
then Government was hopeless at it.  Under this Government, however, one minister has failed and been pushed 
sideways.  The new minister has come up with the Reid report.  All I see in that report is a shuffling of the 
deckchairs.  It recommends putting beds in the south and in the north, and shutting down Royal Perth Hospital.  
Big deal!  The big problem with the health system is its management, which is totally lacking and in need of 
direction from the minister, who should show some guts, fix the management and get the system working 
properly.  During my time in Parliament I have gone through many times the way the administration costs of the 
health system have blown out completely.  In the health system, I like to see people being fixed in hospital or 
receiving physiotherapy or speech therapy services.  Instead of that, all we see is this great blow-out in 
administration, and nobody ever seems to want to tackle that.  It just goes on and on.  To try to save its neck, the 
Government is going to the next election saying that it will fix the problem with the Reid report.  That is rubbish.  
All the Reid report does is move the beds around the place.  It does not allocate any more beds that I know of.  
The other problem we have is that the health budget cannot simply be increased by a little more than the 
consumer price index, for several reasons.  Firstly the population is increasing; secondly, the population is 
ageing; and, thirdly, health services now being provided, such as knee and hip replacements and heart surgery, 
are very costly, and the longer people live, the more those services will be required.  There must obviously be 
efficiency in the system, but it must also be recognised that all the factors I have just pointed out must be taken 
into consideration, and that is not being done.  Everyone says that the health budget is increased by more than 
the CPI, but that is not enough to keep up with it.  The efficiency of the Department of Health could be 
improved, but this would need a good strong minister, which we do not seem to be able to get.  

One problem I have seen over the 20 years or so that I have been in Parliament is that the cost of running the 
Government seems to have increased more and more.  Every time a royal commission is held there are more 
recommendations, so another department of some description is created or more rules and regulations are 
imposed to fit in with those recommendations.  There is now the Equal Opportunity Tribunal and the Corruption 
and Crime Commission.  The Financial Administration and Audit Act was put into place to make sure that 
everyone in government agencies did the right thing.  There is legal aid and freedom of information.  All these 
departments have sprung up and they cost money.  It is about time a cost-benefit analysis was undertaken of all 
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the services we are now providing.  I am not sure the taxpayers really like putting up money just to keep 
somebody sitting in a job in an office somewhere, when there is no real benefit.  There is discrimination around 
the place, but do we need to have a bureaucracy looking at that?  The Financial Administration and Audit Act is 
probably causing more paperwork in government agencies than is justified by the benefits we receive.  Those are 
things that concern me about these new processes and departments that have been put in place over the years.  I 
can remember when the Burke Government said it would get rid of all the quangos.  There were 900 quangos in 
place and they were all costing money.  I think there are now more than 1 000 of them.  I do not know exactly 
how many quangos there are today.  Does the Deputy Premier know how many quangos there are? 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  No, I am not absolutely certain.  

Mr J.L. BRADSHAW:  Back in the Burke days, the Government said it would get rid of them, and they are still 
all there, and for some reason or other they are all needed.  A cost-benefit analysis of most of them would show 
that they are not of great benefit to the community.  It is very important that some of these things are considered.  
I hope that, when the coalition is in government next year, it looks at some of these things and works out whether 
there are any benefits in having them, or if the costs are not worthwhile.  

Yesterday we had a briefing with Harvey Water, which is the old south west irrigation cooperative.  The Collie 
area it is not actually in Collie, but rather around Dardanup and Boyanup, where farmers receive irrigation water 
from the Wellington Dam, and it is called the Collie area for the purposes of the irrigation system.  The farmers 
in the Collie area receive water with a very high salt content, which means that the grass does not grow as well 
and that it cannot be used for horticulture or viticulture.  The problem can be fixed by diverting some of the 
water flowing into the Wellington Dam.  A year or so ago everyone was quoting a figure of $30 million to fix the 
problem.  At a briefing with Harvey Water yesterday, a figure of $15 million was quoted.  That sounds like a lot 
of money, but it will allow a large quantity of water to be sent to Perth, which would otherwise be left in the dam 
or would go down the drain because of the high salinity.  It would serve two purposes.  Firstly, it would allow 
some of the water in the Wellington Dam to be sent to Perth; and, secondly, it would improve the pasture growth 
and open up the Collie area of the Harvey Water irrigation system for horticultural and viticultural pursuits.  It is 
quite amazing how the cost has dropped from $30 million to $15 million.  I queried it when the people from 
Harvey Water said $15 million.  They said that they had done their sums again, and only a few pumps would be 
required, plus the pumping costs, to get rid of the saline water out of the system.  Basically, they want to put it 
into some of the voids where the coal has been dug out of the ground in Collie.  Big open-cut coalmines have 
now finished operating, and the idea is to pump the water into those voids.  There is about a 20-year period in 
which to pump that water.  They estimate that they would need to pump 10 gigalitres of water, and the voids 
there will hold something like 200 gigalitres.   

I would like the Government to try to see its way clear to provide an amount to fix that problem.  It has been a 
problem for a long time.  Way back, the minister at the time, who was Barry MacKinnon’s uncle - I cannot think 
of his Christian name - started the ball rolling to try to improve the water quality at Wellington Dam by buying 
back for reafforestation a lot of the land that had been farmed.  That has had some beneficial effect, but there is 
still the other problem of very salty water coming from a particular area, which can be fixed and which would 
make that Wellington Dam water much more potable. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [5.41 pm]:  I will make some comments on some important issues in the budget 
and from the estimates committees process.  I will not go over what I said in the previous debate.  However, one 
matter was raised by a couple of members and by me.  I hope that the order of questions in estimates is looked at 
to make sure that a better system is in place so that people do not miss out on their call.  I make that point, 
because I believe it is quite important. 

I will cover some of the issues.  I will kick off with education and talk about school maintenance to start with.  I 
believe it is a growing problem.  I think I have said before that it reminds me a little of a farmer.  Every year a 
farmer must put in two or three kilometres of fencing and upgrade it.  Over a 20-year period, if he is to keep up 
his standard of fencing - it is similar to a person’s own house - he must do a bit all the time; otherwise he ends up 
with a major problem.  I think we are heading that way with the maintenance of schools.  In the estimates 
hearings, the Minister for Education and Training stated that not enough money was going into school 
maintenance.  He wished that he could put more into school maintenance, but it was not available.  That is about 
government priorities.  I believe that the Government should look at that priority.  Its own minister has 
acknowledged that it is a problem.  I have highlighted it on several occasions, including in my speech on the 
budget, when I highlighted, for instance, the Dumbleyung school, which is a small school with about 100 kids.  
It is getting into a bad situation, and a lot of money will need to be spent on it.  I encourage the minister, through 
the Cabinet, to make sure that he gets a share of the funding to go towards school maintenance; otherwise, there 
will be major problems down the track and a huge cost to the State.  Of course, the longer it is left, the more it 
will cost.  It is false economy to not spend that money on school maintenance at the moment.  I truly believe that.  
If our side comes into government, we will have to get onto that and address it. 
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Teacher housing goes with that.  That is also an issue.  I will not go right into it.  It was raised in the estimates 
hearings, and I raised it in my speech on the budget.  In some country towns - I am not sure about the situation in 
the city - the standard of teacher housing has fallen behind the eight ball and is causing some problems for the 
Department of Education and Training. 
I have raised incentives for teachers with the minister, and I raised it again in the estimates hearings.  The 
minister acknowledges it, but nothing ever happens.  I am talking about incentives such as permanency when 
teachers go to the country.  We need incentives for teachers to go to the country.  If a teacher goes to the country, 
the qualification period of three years for his or her permanency should be reduced, particularly when a teacher 
is in a position that is not a clear vacancy.  In other words, that teacher is in someone else’s position.  He or she 
works in that position for two or three years, and when it becomes a clear vacancy, he or she must still work in 
that position for another three years to gain permanency.  Allowances have been made, which I support, in hard 
to staff schools, and that period has been reduced to two years.  I believe we need to go further in the hard to 
staff schools, and also allow for a reduction in other country schools for permanency.  It does not make sense to 
me if the Government cannot go the whole way, particularly when someone has been working in that position.  
A teacher may be teaching year 3 students in the same classroom for three years.  When the position becomes a 
clear vacancy, there is no acknowledgment of that teacher’s three years of work.  That needs to be looked at. 

I raised in the estimates hearings the issue of professional development in education in the country.  I will talk 
about what the minister announced that day in the estimates hearing, which has led to a lot of problems, 
particularly with the teaching fraternity because it was not consulted.  Too often, professional development 
requires our teachers, at a cost to them or the school budget, to go to Perth or to travel long distances.  I believe 
that professional development can be delivered to a greater extent by utilising local expertise, utilising people in 
the district education offices and utilising information technology and modern technology.  We have not got 
around to utilising that better.  It would save a lot of money, which would make the education system better. 
I was pretty amazed when the minister announced his changes to pupil-free days in the estimates hearings.  I was 
further amazed when I found that he had not consulted anyone about it, including his own director, until the 
night or the day before, as I understand it.  I have done school visits since that day, and I have found that it has 
put teachers offside with the minister. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  And put parents offside. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes, parents as well.  I say to the Leader of the Opposition that the one thing that 
concerned schoolteachers was that they were not even consulted about this.  They went through the bargaining 
process last year.  It was a big mistake by the minister to not talk to them about it.  It has got a lot of teachers 
offside.  It would have been obvious that the teachers do not want to have all those pupil-free days at the end of 
the year.  It is not practical, and it is not the right timing.  That was made clear to the minister in the estimates 
debate.  He needs to think about those matters. 

On education - my time will slip away quickly tonight - the minister needs to aim at one thing.  Teachers are 
being overburdened with administrative duties.  They are losing the ability to put time and effort into the job of 
teaching and to use their creative and teaching skills in the classroom.  Recently I asked an older teacher, whom I 
really respect and who has been around for a fair while, what he would do if he were the minister and could do 
one thing in teaching.  He said that he would get the teachers back teaching.  I make that point.   

I will briefly cover agriculture, and particularly vermin and diseases.  Again I raised in the estimates hearings the 
allocation of funding for officers on the ground to properly protect our agricultural industries from vermin and 
disease.  In my electorate of Wagin, in particular, footrot is experienced.  Ovine Johne’s disease has been 
experienced, and bedstraw is now a real problem.  In future budgets, more money and more staffing must be 
allocated.  I acknowledge the inspectors on the ground.  John Glauert, who is the head of the Department of 
Agriculture in Katanning, and Graham Blacklock, who has worked in this area, particularly with the bedstraw 
outbreak in Darkan, did a fantastic job.  However, they needed more help and more follow-up.  I do not know the 
name of the chap from Albany who also assisted.  Well done to them!  It is a bit like the situation with power.  
The linesmen are doing a great job.  I welcome the announcement on power - I am jumping around a bit - 
regarding the extra linesmen.  However, I will wait to see where they are deployed and how they are utilised.  
Nevertheless, that is one good thing. 

I will move on to power now.  I acknowledged in my speech on the budget the overall increase in the budget 
allocation.  However, once again the question is where it will be utilised.  The announcement to which I just 
referred about the extra linesmen is terrific.  I go swimming early in the morning when I am in Narrogin.  One of 
the linesmen there swims, and I see him all the time.  He keeps telling me about stuff that is going on.  Those 
guys work really hard.  I am worried about them, because I believe they are being asked to do too much.  
Occupational health and safety issues must be involved.  I think there will be an extra 100 linesmen.  We were 
told today that 50 per cent-odd will go to the country.  That is good.  I look forward to seeing them in action.  
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We need a structured plan for country power.  We need a program and a plan to put it right.  I hope we will see 
that. 

I emphasise again - the minister is sitting on the other side of the House - the safety issues about powerlines and 
fire.  We were worried about it two years ago at Darkan and we saw it at Tenterden.  We hope that it will 
improve.   

I refer to the oil mallee plant and congratulate the minister on the $49 000 that was put towards the gas regulator.  
It is great that we have money from the federal Government.  I note from the minister’s press releases and his 
arguments how much the State is said to have contributed.  However, a year of the oil mallee industry has been 
missed.  Had the Government underwritten the cost, the industry would have really been helped.  I am not one to 
go on, so I will put that behind us.  I hope now that the pilot plant will be up and running.  The member for Perth 
spoke well of it the other day.  I call on whoever will be in government at the time to make sure that they see the 
project through, because even if it does not work, the knowledge we will gain will mean that it is still a good 
investment, and if it does work, it will be fantastic.  If the minister keeps supporting it, I will be there supporting 
it with him.  How is that? 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I think it is good that you think I should go down to Narrogin so that we can visit the plant 
together. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I will be happy to do that with the minister.  I have visited it a number of times.  The 
Leader of the Opposition visited it when Western Power first made the announcement.  The project is being 
watched far and wide because it is very important to not only Western Australia but also Australia as a whole.   

As the member for Dawesville has said, the time spent on sport and recreation in the estimates committee was 
very limited.  I felt a bit sorry for Graham Moss and the others from the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust 
who did not have an opportunity to speak.  I greatly support the community sporting and recreation facilities 
fund grants, but I think we need to expand their application.  Once a facility is built, the CSRFF grants might 
have a mechanism that enables local governments to help maintain the buildings for a period.  I am not sure yet 
how it will be done, but in my role as coalition spokesman for sport and recreation, I will be speaking to Ron 
Alexander and his people about it, because I think it is really important.  Once again we saw the great value of 
the country sports enrichment scheme in the football match at Denmark.  There is also a proposal for basketball.  
The scheme is important and should be enlarged.   

Programs for sport and recreation are in place.  We must provide more equipment so that the programs can be 
better carried out.  I believe that some of the programs are programs in name only and that not a lot is happening.  
I question the wasting of funds in those programs.  In my role as opposition spokesperson on sport and 
recreation, I will be looking at the matter closely.  I want to encourage greater participation of the community 
and local sporting clubs in sporting programs in schools.  For example, I believe that the programs have an 
important role to play in tackling the problems of obesity.   

I want to comment particularly on youth advisory councils.  I am trying to gather information about them, 
because it seems to me that they are not getting the support they should be getting because they are successful.  
SaferWA had many good programs for youth, but now that control of it has gone to local government, I do not 
think that local government has the time or the resources to follow up on those programs.  Many of those 
programs were very important to young people.  Many of them were concerned with road safety and getting 
young people to drive properly by getting them to drive in a safe environment and teaching them properly 
instead of their going out into the bush and killing someone or putting themselves in a wheelchair. 

I want to comment briefly on health because I am running out of time.  I will be talking in a grievance on 
Thursday about some of our country hospitals and the cutting back of funding to some country hospitals.  Staff 
and programs are being cut back, and the Department of Health is saying that those hospitals cannot cope and 
therefore further cuts must be made.  I believe that the Government is trying to get rid of them and centralise 
facilities.  I appreciate that the big health issues in Perth must be addressed, and I support their being addressed, 
but that should not completely take away health services from country areas.  If the Labor Government does that, 
it will be hurt in seats that really count.  For example, the well women’s clinic in Kojonup has had a cut of 
around $3 000.  The clinic practises preventive health.  If one of the women who attends it needs attention for 
cancer or some other disease that could have been picked up, although there might be a saving of around $3 000, 
that one person going into the health system will cost a good deal more.  I believe that policy is a real mistake 
and I will be talking to the minister about that. 

In general, we need to look at putting more money from the budget towards helping establish new businesses and 
relocating businesses from Perth to the country, because there is not enough support for country people.  More 
money needs to be awarded to business enterprise centres.  They are doing a fantastic job on a shoestring.  They 
are raising money themselves and being supported by local government.  The Government needs to give them 
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more money so that they can better do their job.  If this Government is in power after the next election, I 
encourage it to not forget about regional Western Australia. 

MR J.P.D. EDWARDS (Greenough) [5.56 pm]:  I heard the invitation that the member for Wagin gave to the 
Minister for Energy.  Perhaps I could invite the minister to Kalbarri for a week to enjoy some holiday time there.  
I am sure that the people there would be keen to see him. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Are you inviting me to visit Kalbarri as well? 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I say that tongue in cheek, and I do not want to waste my time on it, but from speaking 
to the residents of Kalbarri, I can tell the minister that in the past month or so there has not been a power cut of 
any significance.  Whether it pleases the minister or otherwise, I am not sure.  The situation with power in 
Kalbarri is wait and see.  The issue will remain until such time as powerlines have been upgraded and poles have 
been replaced.  I did not intend to start my speech in that way, but I could not resist using that point as an 
opening gambit.   

One of the issues I raised in my speech on the budget was housing for government employees.  The situation has 
not changed; in fact, I was at the Western Australian College of Agriculture at Morawa the other day speaking to 
the principal and teachers.  The situation applies to not only teachers but also nurses, police and other 
government employees who live in the rural parts of Western Australia.  I understand that the Government 
Employees Housing Authority has built houses that have then been rented.  I do not have a problem with those 
houses being rented, but I do have a problem with their being rented to teachers and employees for somewhere 
around $140 a week.  I suspect that is the sort of price people would expect to pay in a regional centre or even 
perhaps in Perth.  It is not the sort of money that should be asked for in small rural towns.  Perhaps something 
along the lines of $50 or $60 would be acceptable.  I draw that to the attention of the Government.  Country 
people are already disadvantaged because of the perception by city residents that the country lacks basic 
necessities that are looked upon as the norm in the city.  It is not always the case, but trying to attract people in 
the professions of teaching, nursing or policing is not made any easier when employees must pay a fairly 
substantial rent. 

I raise the issue of school maintenance, which I also raised in my speech on the budget.  The issue has not been 
addressed in the budget, particularly for nearly all the schools in my electorate.  Teaching staff and parents have 
grave concerns, perhaps not so much with classroom facilities, although they are a big issue, but certainly with 
the recreational side of the equation and in some cases with hygiene and toilet facilities that could be called 
inadequate.  That issue needs to be addressed.  Funding has not been made available for it.  I have drawn that 
fact to the attention of the Minister for Education and Training, who has assured me that he will look at it, but 
without any budget funding there will not be any money available for it. 

The question of pupil-free days has been raised with me.  Again, this issue has been thrust upon the education 
fraternity and parents without any due consultation.  Parents and teachers are at odds with the issue. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I wish also to speak on police numbers in the mid west.  Although the local 
superintendent has assured me at all times that there are enough police to service the mid west region, I point out 
to the House that in August 2003 the Police Service determined that the original authorised strength was 204 
full-time equivalents.  In that year the actual figure was only 190.5 FTEs.  That equates to about 13.5 FTEs shy 
of the original authorised strength.  The authorised strength of March 2004 was reduced to 186 FTEs for 
whatever reason.  In fact, the actual number is now 175 FTEs, which means that to date the number of FTEs in 
the mid west is 11.5 FTEs shy of the full complement.  Therefore, the mid west and Gascoyne region was short 
of 27 or 28 FTEs over two years.  I have concerns with that because issues specific to mainly Aboriginal youth 
in the mid west and Gascoyne must be addressed.  I make that statement without any rancour.  The Government 
must recognise that many of the mid west country towns are confronted by those specific issues and must 
address them.  The police are an important part of that.   

A couple of months ago I went to what is known colloquially as the “Cue Parliament” at which an inspector of 
the Police Service told us with great relish that some extra police were to be provided for the area, not to fight 
crime but for traffic patrols to service the Great Northern Highway and the road between Mt Magnet and 
Geraldton.  The inspector lost the support of the audience when he started to talk about traffic control.  Most of 
the towns, which were represented by councillors and others, had specific problems with juvenile vandalism and 
misdemeanours caused by youths.  It seems odd that in the mind of the Police Service it is more important to 
prosecute drivers for speeding on open country roads or to catch truck drivers who may be slightly over the 
speed limit.  That did not go down too well.  I draw that to the attention of the Government.  It is necessary to 
address that issue, particularly in relation to some of the matters that occur in mid west towns.   
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I will also speak on attracting schoolteachers to and retaining them in country areas.  I believe that there is an 
avenue to attract not only schoolteachers but also police and nurses to country areas and to retain them.  There 
seems to me to be a lack of success in attracting people to the country.  Maybe we need to think about different 
ways to do that.  As part of the curriculum at university, students should be told that they can buy fresh fruit and 
vegetables and play hockey or football in country towns.  They should know that they will not be disadvantaged 
simply because they live in the country.  That is an area that could be enlarged upon.   

I recall speaking about local government road funding in my speech on the budget.  I again bring that matter to 
the attention of the Government.  Local governments are still seething about the lack of road funding they have 
received from this Government.  Some $12 million was cut from the budget for road funding.  That will not 
improve the maintenance of and capital expenditure on roads in rural Western Australia.  Roads are the lifeblood 
of country Western Australia.  The roads are very important.   

The heritage Bill - I am jumping to other parts of my portfolio - is another issue that has been floating around 
this Parliament for the past three and a half years.  I have raised the issue of the heritage Bill and its enactment 
during every estimates committee, and the minister of the day, whether it was Minister Edwards or, 
subsequently, Minister Stevens, assured me that the heritage Bill would be introduced into this place.  We now 
know that that is not truthful.  The minister has told us that the heritage Bill will not be introduced into this 
Parliament during this session for various reasons.  The minister seems to think that Western Australia could 
learn something from the eastern States and other places.  I understand that the proposed heritage Bill that was 
drawn up in the coalition Government’s day had almost universal approval from all the agencies that had some 
input into it.  It needed only to be finessed to be ready to be brought into Parliament.  By not introducing the 
heritage Bill, the Government has left unanswered many questions that public and private owners of heritage 
assets must struggle with now for the next couple of years.  The Labor Party made a commitment that when it 
came to power, heritage would be a priority on its agenda.  The State and the people involved in heritage matters 
must be disappointed at the lack of movement on that issue.   

I bring to the attention of the House the matter of the Geraldton port.  The port has proved to be very successful.  
I said in my contribution to the budget debate that it is a victim of its own success, and that is proving to be right.  
The resource development that is opening up in the mid west is starting to gain some ground.  Millions of tonnes 
of iron ore will go through the port.  The infrastructure is 30 to 40 years old and cannot handle the throughput 
that the companies involved in mining iron ore want.  It will become an issue in the coming months that the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure will need to address.  It will be necessary to find some fairly substantial 
funding to replace the iron ore loader.  The ability to take some ships into the port will also need to be looked at.  
I understand that there are problems with tying ships to berths Nos 5 and 6.  I understand there is some short-
term funding in place to address the issue.  However, I suggest to the minister that she needs to look at a long-
term solution to address the matter. 

In the short time left to me I will draw attention to aged care accommodation.  It probably applies to all small 
country towns in Western Australia, but it particularly applies in my electorate.  Aged care accommodation is 
almost at crisis point.  Matters need to be addressed.  We have an ageing population that needs accommodation.  
The problem has not been addressed as well as the Government could have addressed it.  I am thinking of places 
such as Lady Brand Lodge in Three Springs.  Kalbarri and Dongara are looking for aged accommodation.  It is a 
matter of concern. 

I mention dog control, which was raised by one of my colleagues in his budget speech.  I am aware of the dog 
problem, particularly in the eastern and north eastern wheatbelt.  Dogs are able to get through fences very easily.  
It is a real problem.  I am aware that a group of farmers have employed a dogger out of their own funds, I 
believe, to address the issue.  The member for Moore might make further comment on that because I believe he 
raised the issue.  It has a financial impact on the farming community in the number of sheep and lambs killed.  
The dogs do a lot of damage.  A roving pack of 10, 12 or even 20 dogs can do an enormous amount of damage in 
a very short time.  The issue needs addressing through funding.  It needs to be a priority in country Western 
Australia.   

I believe I have covered most of the areas I wanted to address.  In conclusion, I will speak briefly on the recent 
changes to the Environmental Protection Act and land clearing.  Although it is not necessarily a budget item, it 
falls within the funding regime.  Those changes, when enacted, will continue to be a running sore with the 
farming community and this Government.  I do not believe that the Government thought through the 
Environmental Protection Amendment Bill and the end result.  Policing the Act will become a complete 
nightmare.  I suggest that the Government address that. 

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr J.A. McGinty (Attorney General). 

[Continued below.] 
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